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Dear Parents/Carers of Oak Class,
Welcome to Oak Reception Class at Cherry Hinton C.E. Primary School! We hope you are settling in and beginning to feel familiar with the school routine. Here is some information which may help you this year.
Mornings

The gates open at 8.45 each day and close at 9.00. Children need to bring their book bag, reading record and water bottle to school with them every day. (The water bottle should have non-spill top).
Things to Remember

P.E days change each half term due to sharing the hall with the school community, please look on tapestry for information about when our PE day is each half term, and send your child to school dressed in their PE kit on PE days. The school dress code is that if your child has pierced ears they should wear small studs, no other jewellery is allowed in school. Long hair should be tied back for P.E

Your child will need a pair of shorts (joggers are fine on colder days), a T-shirt and plimsolls. (It is a good idea to pop in a spare pair of socks particularly if tights are being worn). 
Teachers in Oak Class:

Miss Goodman will teach every day. Mrs Gratwick will teach usually for a half day on a Thursday each week. The Teaching Assistants in Oak Class is Miss Elaine. Teaching assistants will often work with a specific child during the school day. All members of staff are available to help if there is a problem. 
Shared Reading

We will listen to children read in a group 3 times a week. In each reading session we will focus on phonics and a different reading skill. The first read of the book will focus on decoding, the second will focus on prosody or adding expression to what we read and the third session will focus on comprehension of what we have read together. We hope that through reading the book a few times, your child will build their ability to read fluently.

Collins App
We will send home the same book shared in group reading in school via the Collins reading app. Please download it and use it to enjoy the books together with your child at home. It is so important to your child’s reading progress that you celebrate their successes with them, and encourage them through their difficulties. Initially we will be sending home wordless books on the Collins app, whilst we introduce the very basics of phonics to the whole class.  We will also be inviting your child to come to the school library once a week to choose a library book for you to read to them, this should be stored in their book bag. Your child will be getting a reading record which should be stored in their book bag. We will be writing a comment each week about their reading. If you are enjoying books at home, please write the book title and initial the reading record when you read together, and use it to comment on or ask about their reading if you wish.  
Information 
We regularly update Tapestry with photographs and insights of what your child is doing in school, and with useful information. Important dates are included in the fortnightly newsletter which is sent out on parent-mail. If you have any concerns or questions, please don’t hesitate to speak to one of us briefly in the morning. If you need more time you can make an appointment to see the class teacher after school. 
If your child is going home with somebody different please inform the class teacher. 
If you would like us to celebrate something your child has managed to do at home, please put a note/photo on tapestry or let teachers know, examples are: “Tied own shoe laces!”, “Helped Mummy to make packed lunch for him and his little sister”, “Helped Grandad with the gardening and watered the plants everyday!”.
We are all looking forward to working with you and your children this year.
From the Reception Class Staff Team
USEFUL INFORMATION AND ROUTINES IN RECEPTION








